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00 To THE PROMPTER. “ them to behave without any manner of Con- 
Ly “¢ ftraint. — If fo, it may be neceffary to tell 
ors _» © them, that it better becomes high Birth to fet 
‘O- , Temple, fan. 25. 1734°5- an rer ea. of polite Behaviour, than to be 
led | << marked out for any Impropriety that fhocks good 
rit | cc MSN your Paper, N°. 17. ydu « 
he « me pr ain “ha Qualifications, Manners. f am, Sir, 
~a< << which you diftinguifh by the Your Admirer, 
he < Name of Les petites Morales, 
4 << or the leffer Virtues. I fancy Nopi.is. 
ae cc. ee they might be sages by a 
:  ROONSE* Set of Contraries, which may ; ¥ ’ 
ft. «© ag jultly be called the leffer Vices. I fhall recom- THE Complaint of this Gentleman is very jut, 
a «© mend one to your Conjideration, that wants and ‘puts per in mind of a Story, told, if | remem- 
to « prompting more than any one thing [ know. —T po TBP, + the we am P ins 2 ween hy was at 
‘th <¢ mean, the intolerable Cuftom People of the firft “#7 <i b Nobl 7 OF Sots at the Opera, 
: « Quality and Fafhion have, of converfing with Par 4 Frenco Nobleman, whofe Paffion for Mu- 
d «© each other in the Play-houfes, as loud as if they fick ver fo great, that he Was not contented with 
a « were in private Rooms, and private Companies. receiving Pleafure at his Ears only, but accom- 
il « I was feated, the other Night, clofs by two og every Actor to the full Extent of his Voice. 
ee « Dukes, an Earl, and a Foreign Miniter, at the Mr. Prior bore it for a long time, till at laft he 
ar. Fl « French Theatre, but could not hear a fingle loft Patience, and flew into a violent Paffion againit 
ey | « Word of the facetious Mr. Francifaue : Oy the Actor who was then performing. — The French 
f « which I moved to the other Corner of the Pir, Nobleman, a knew Mr. Prior very well, and 
| « under the Side-Boxes, where I had obferved three wes furprize to hear him conden one of their 
of < very attentive Ladies; but I foon found I had beit P gore told him what Opinion every 
ct <¢ not changed to Advantage; for they (I prefume) Body had of ; i, Actor, — Fe le fg, faid Mr. 
: « thought it neceffary likewife to MANIFEsT their Prior, mais i chante fi haut, que je nepuis pas 
f  QuaLiriEs the {ame oBSTREPEROUs way. My #8 entendre. —» I know it, but be fings fo loud, I 
¢ « only Refource was, to retire under the Orcheftre, can't bear You. 
ae « where my Ears were torn by moft execrable 
~ | « Mulick ; the more tolerable, however, of the Our Play-houfe Orators of Quality, of both 
f : «< two Noifes, becaufe it did not laft fo long, and Sexes, have not the fame Excufe for being moif/y, as 
: ; «© was Only berween the Acts. the French Nobleman had: — They neither join 
P| in Chorus, nor repeat after an Actor; — which 
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« A BeHaviour like this, Mr. Prompter, carries 
along with it fuch an open Defiance of all Rxk, 
that [ am amazed, Perfons that oughr to be fo well 
verfed in every thing, that regards Decency and 
Politenefs, fhould be the only Cwlpable 5 for, as 
yet, [ have never obférved any, under the De- 
gree of a Lord, affume the Privilege ot talking 
to an Audiexce in this publick Manner. 


« Pernaps, Sir, they think the Superiority of 
their Qualiry puts them above fhewing Refpedct 
to any Perfon inferior to themfelves, and entitles 


might admit of fome fort of Apology from the 
irrefiftible Influence the Reprefentation might be 
fuppofed to have on them. But their Mistortune 
is, they only go to Plays, becaule it is a publick 
Place of Rendezvous, where, according to their 
way of thinking, they may meet, and cHaT, with 
entire Freedom ; not reflecting that the fenfible 
Part of an Audience come with an Intention of 
being moved with xoble Sentiment, or diverted with 
Comick Humour a Pleafure their publick Orations, 
interchangeably made, deprive the others of. Be- 
fides, they may poffibly draw themfelves into In- 
conveniencies they little dream of. There are fe- 
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yeral rough Blades endowed with as much good 
Senfe, and as little polite Breeding, asa Fellow of a 
College, that, without any Ceremony, or Concern, 
might abruptly cry out, Silence, in the very Face 
of the Talker. — A Rebuke of this Nature, given 
in Publick, could not be received without a Blu/h ; 
and tho’ that Bluth might poffibly heighten the 
Beauty of the Fair Offender, yet I have too much 
Regard for the Sex, ever to defire to fee their 
Beauty increafed, by a Derogation from any other 
Merit they have. As to the Male Offender, he 
might, if a Man of Spirit, think his Honour hurt 
by fo pofitive an Injunction of Silence (however 
juttifable) laid on him in the Prefence of his 
Mittrefs, and have fome eo of Satisfaction : 
Or, if his Complexion fhould, haply, have more of 
the mirthful than /plenetick Tint, he might turn it off 
by fome Pleafantry beftowed on the wnpolite Ad- 
monitor, without once refleéting on his own much 
‘greater Breach of good Breeding. — But in either 
Cafe, the Laugh would not be on his Side. 


I peLiEvE I need not add any thing more, to 
root out an Evil of this kind. As want of Reflec- 
tion gave it Birth, it muft of courfe die when that 
takes Place. I fhall therefore wave it for the pre- 
fent, to make Room for a Correfpondent, who 
does not go aftray thro’ Ignorance where the true 


Path lies. 
To THE PROMPTER. 


St. James's, Fan. 26. 1734. 
Ob! Mr. Prompter ! 


“ OU have undone me! I hitherto have been 
“ ufed to think, no Woman could ever /uf- 
“ fer in her Character that preferved her Virtue. — 
« ‘But your Paper, N°. 21. has opened my Eyes, 
«“ and fhewn me my Error: Why, unkind as you 
“ are, did not you fhew me, at the fame time, 
“ how to avoid it? In PRupentia’s Character, 
« J fee what Women ouGHT To BE; in LEoNo- 
“< pa’s, What THEY ARE. PRUDENTIA is a He- 
“ roine in a Play, dramatically faultle{/s — Lro- 
“ NorA, a Character in common Life, zaturally 
“ faulty. — But as Dramatick Characters, though 
“ defigned to appear ftronger than Life, fhou'd 


“ ftill be founded in Nature: So to be faithfully 


«“ drawn, they fhduld participate of human Weak- 
“ neffes in fome degree. — Now, how does Pru- 
“ pENTIA fhare any ? You tell us, indeed, fhe 
“ loves LEONTIus ; but how can we believe ir, 
“ when her tions {cem quite contrary to that 
“© Paffion ?— To convince an Inhabitant of the 
“ “Torrid Zone, there is fuch a Thing as Cold, 
« Froft, and Snow, would be more than you, Mr. 
“<< Prompter, would undertake todo! The Cafe 
“<< is exactly parallel: An [nhabitant of the Torrid 
“<< Zone may have been informed there is fuch a 
«© Thing as Co/d, but he can have no Notion of it. 
« — Rivers frozen, — Rain congealed, — are 
“¢ Ideas he can never reach. — If he has an Opi- 
“ nion of his Informer, he will yield implicit Faith 
*¢ to what he fays; but his Mind will never be 
“ fatisfied, and he will ftill remain in the Dark. 
“¢ In the fame manner, Mr. Prompter, fhe that loves 
“ like LEONoRA, will never believe there is {uch a 
* one as PRuDENTIA. The giving up all Hopes 


“ of poffeling LEoNTIUs —- Te Refolution taken 
“ by PRUDENTIA, of abftaining from feeing Luon- 
“Tus, — are Ideas, a LEONORA Can never reach, 
« She will believe, becaufe fhe has an Opinion of 
“ you, Mr. Prompter, that it is pollible it fhould 
“ be fo; but her Mind will ftill be in the Dark, 
“ and, from her ownmIncapacity of following that 
ee — fhe will almoit conclude it chimeri- 
“ cal. 


“ Wuat I now write, is not to contadi% any 
“ thing you have faid in the above mentioned 
« Paper. Quite the contrary. — Your, Candour 
“ and Humanity have gained my Heart. « But,. ah! 
“ How eafy it is to talk ! What Leffons, when 
«© we are unconcerned ourfelves, are we not ca- 
<< pable of giving to others? Sure, Mr. Prompter, 
“ you never knew what it was to LOVE, elfe you 
“ could not prefcribe a Remedy which, you muft 
“ know, can never be taken. I will go fo far as 
“ to own, if thefe Methods had been propoled in 
« the Beginning of a Pajfion, they might have been 
“ followed; but after it has oNcE TAKEN Roor, 
“ there it WILL GRow: Like the Poppy, it both 
6¢ plants, and cultivates itfelf, and all the Skill of 
“ the Gardener, when the Seeds are once fown, 
“ can never deffroy it, without deffroying the Soil 
“ irfelf. Recant, therefore, good Mr. Prompter, 
“¢ and vindicate the Reputation, as well as the Vir- 
“ tue, of one, who, from a Similitude of Charac- 
“ ter, fubfcribes herfelf, in fpice of your harfh 
“< Counfel, 

: Your Admirer, and 


Torrifmond’s, 


LEONORA. 


I cANNoT comply with this Lady’s Requeft, of 
recanting what { have faid. Her Letter, tar from 
having that Effect, only confirms me the more in 
avery common Opinion, that defperate Difeafes 
require violent Remedies. The Archbifhop of Cam- 
bray, the famous Author of TELEMAcHus, whofe 
Knowledge of the Violence of. Love, made him 
forefee the Patient would never take any Remedies 
of himfelf, has not only made his Conductor pre- 
{cribe for him, but force his Pupil to take it. If 
this Lady will give herfelf the Trouble of perufe- 


ing that Part of the Book, where the young Hero 


fails in Love with Eucnartis, one of CaLypso’s 
Nymphs, fhe will find TeLeMaAcHus juft in her 
Situation, confcious of what he ought to do, but un- 
able to put it in Execution. How has our Author 
conducted himfelf here to preferve the Character 
of the Fonp Lover, under which he reprefents 
TELEMACHUs, and yet fave him from Ruin? — 
There was nothing left for it but to force him 
from the Sight of EucHaris, which MENToR did 
by throwing him into the Sea, where he was taken 
up in a Phenician Veffel, and foon after recover'd. 
— “ How! methinks I hear LEonora cry, Is 
“ this the only thing left ? Yet even this does not 
‘¢ depend upon one felf.” — Hold Leonora; — 
Contider the Allegory: — What elfe is meant, — 
but that Wi/dom (Mentor) violently forces tke 
Lover from the dangerous ObjeE of its Paffion? 
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